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InDiIAN SocioLocIsTs

As you saw In the opening chapler ol

your first book, Introduring Soclology,
the diseipline s a relalively young one
even in the Ewropean eontext, having
been established only aboul a century
g, In Indis, inlerest in soclologlcal
wivs of thinking s a Hile more thana
century old, but [ormal university
teaching of sociology only began in
1919 at the University of Bombay. In
the 1920<, two other unbversilies —
those al Caleulla and Lucknow — also
began programmes of leaching aned
rescarch n sociology and anthropologty.
Today, every major university has a
department of sociology, social
unthropology or anthropology, and
olten more than one of these diselplines
Is represented.

Now-s#-days soclalogy tends 1o be
Imken for granied o India, e most
t=stablished things. Bul this was nol
alwatys so, In the early days, it was
nol clear atall what an Indlan soclology
would look like, and indved, whether
India really necded samething lke
soviology. I the first quarer of the
20th ecentury, those who became
Interesied in the discipline had o
decide Tor themselves whal mole it eouled
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play in india. In this chaples, you ure
pedng Lo be introdueed 1o soime of e
founding leures ol Indlsn socinlogy.
These scholars huave belpad (o shape
the discipline and adapt it (o our
histarical and soeial context.

The specificily of the Indian conlext
ralsed many questions. First of all, if
weslern soclology emerged as an
atlempl o make sense ol modermnity,
what would its mile be In g country like
India? India, oo, was ol course
experiencing the changes brought
aboul by modernity but with an
impariant difference — I was a colony.
The firsl experience of modernity in
india wis closely intertwined with the
experience of colonlal subjugation.
Secondly, Il sovial anthropology in the
west arose oul of the curiosity felt by
European soclety aboul primitive
cultures, what role could L have in
India, which was an anctent and
advanced clvillsation, it which also
had “primitive’ socleties within {7
Finally, wial useful role could soclology
have in a sovercign, independent India,
3 nathon about 1o begin its adventure
with planned development and
democTacy?
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The ploneers of Indian soclalogy
not only had Lo find thelr own answers
o guestions ke these, Uhey also bad
to formulatle new questions for
themselves:. 1 was only through the
cxperience ol ‘doing’ sociology in an
Indban context that Wie guestions ook
shape — Lhey were nol avallable
reailymude’. As is olien Lhe Gise, in
the beginning Indians became
soclologlsts and anthropologists
mostly by seckdenl. For example, one
ol the carflest and beslt known
pioneers of soclal anthropology In
India, LK. Ananthakrishna lyer
(1861-1937), began his carcer a8 a
clerk., moved on o become a Sehool
leacher and later @ callege teacher in
Cochin stale in present day Kemala, In
1902, be wis asked by e Dewan of
Cochin lo assist with an ethnographic
survey of the state. The Britsh
governmenl wanled almilar survevs
done (nall the princely stales as well
as the presidency arcas directly under
ity control.  Ananthakrishes lyer did
this work an a purely voluntary busis,
working us a college teicher in the
Maharajah's College al Emakulism
during the week, and functioning as
the unpaid Superintendent of
Ethnography 1n the weckends. 1is
work was much appirecialed by Brilish
anthropologists and administralors of
thi: U, and laler he was atso invited
o help withh a similar ethnographic
survey ln Mysore slaie,

Ananthakrishna lyer wis probably
the frst seli-taughl anthropologist 1o
receive natlonal and international
recagnllion as a scholar and an
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actdemician, He was inwiled (o lecture
al the Universily of Madrs, and was
appointed as Reader al Lhe University
of Caleutls, where he helped sel up the
lirsl post-graduate anthropology
department in Inddiz. He remained al
the Unidversily of Caleutta from 1917
(o 19332, Though he had no formal
qualifications in anthropology, he was
cleeted President of the Ethnology
sevtion of the Indian Seience Congress.
He was awsnded an honorary doctomle
by a German universily during his
lecture lour ol European universilics,
He was also conderred the Utles ol Rao
Bahadur and Dewan Bahadur by
Cochin state,

The lawyer Saral Chandra Roy
[1871-1942) was another “accidenlal
anthropologist’ and ploneer of Lthe
discipline In Indis, Before laking his
law degree in Caliulta’s Ripon College,
Ray had done graduale and posi-
gradiile degress In English, Soon afler
he had begun practising law, he
decided o 20 to Ranchi ln 1898 Lo lake
up a job as an English leacher al o
Christian missionury school, This
devision was to change his life, lor he
remained in Ranchl lor the next forty-
four yvears and became the leading
aulhorily on Lhe cullure and soclely of
the tribed peoples of the Chhotanagpur
megton (present. day Jharkhand), Roy's
interest in antliropological mitters
began when he gave up his schoal job
and began practising taw al the Ranchi
courds, evenlually being appoinled as
olfichsl inlerpreter in the courl.

Roy became deeply interested in
tribal sociely as a byproduct of his
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professional need Lo Inlerprel tribal
customs and laws lo the courl.  He
travelled exlensively among (ribal
communities and did inlensive
leldwork among (hiem. All of thils was
done on an “amateur” basls, but Roy's
diligenee and keen eye for delail
resulted (n valuable monographs and
research arlicles,  During his enline
career, Roy publishied mone thian one
hundred articles In leading Indian ancd
British arademic journals in addition
lo his lamous monographs on Lhe
Omon, the Mundas and the Kharlas.
Roy soon became very well known
amongst anthropalogists dn Indi and
Britain and was recognised as an
authorily on Chholanagpur. He
lounded the journal Man In india in
1922 the eartiest journal of s kind in
India thal 15 sUll published.

Both Ananthakrishoa lyer and
Saral Chandes Roy were Lo ploncers.
In Lhe varly 19005, Lthey began
practising a diseipling U did not yet
exist in India, and which had no
institutions Lo promole L Botly lyer
and Roy were born, lved and died in
an India that was ruled by the Bridsh.
The four Indisn soviologists you are
golng Lo be introduced in this chapler
were born one generstion laler Lthan
lyer and Roy. They came of age ln the
colonial era, bul their carcers
continuee into the em of ndependence,
and they helped o shape the Grst
lormal institutions (hal established
Indian sociology. G.S. Ghurve and DLP.
MuKerl were bara in (e 1H90s while
AR, Desal and M.N. Srinlvas were
about fifteen years younger, having
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been born in the second decade of Lhe
20th century. Although they were all
devply inflienoed by western trditions
ol sociology, they were also able to offer
some (ndtial answers W the guestion
that the ploneers could anly begin (o
ask . whal shape should a specifically
Indian sociology Lake?

G5, Ghurye can be considered the
founder of instilutionalised sociology
in India. He headed India's very finst
past-graduate teaching depariment of
Socinlogy at Bombay Universily for
thirty-five years, He gulded a large
uutmber of research schobars, mny of
whom wenl on (o pccupy prominent
positions in the discipline. e also
fotnded the Indian Sociological
Soclely as well as its Journal
Sociologlieal Bulletin, His academic
writings were nol anly prolific, bul very
wide-ranging In the subjects Lhey
covered, Al o Lime whien Goancial and
institutionisl support for universily
rescarch was very limited, Ghurye
managed (o nurture socialogy as an
inereasingly Indian discipline. Glurye's
Bomixty Uidversily department was the
first o sueccsiully mplement lwo of
the leatures which were laler
cnlhusiastically endorsed by his
sucocssors o Lhe discipline.  These
were Uie active combining of teaching
and rescarch within the same
st iution, amnd the merger of soclal
anthropology and sociology Into a
comgisile discipline,

Besl known, perhaps, for his
writings on casie and mace, Ghurye also
wrole arl o broad ringe of other thetmes
including trbes, Kinship, family and
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G. 5. Ghurye wies borh on 12 December 1893 in Malvan,
w town in the Ronkan coastal region of wesiorn India Hiss
family ownesf o trading business which bad once been |
prosperous, but was in decline ‘f@@

Govind Sadashiy Ghurye (1893-1983)
.hh‘

Jolned Elphinstone College in Hombay with
Somnkrill Honors for (ie BoA which he
vompleted i 1916, Recetved the MLA: degree m
Sanskritand Engltsh from the =mme caliege In 1918,

Selected for a scholuship by the University of

Hombay for training abroad In sociology. mummmmmm
School of Economics 1o stuty with LT, Hobbouse, o prominent sociologlst
of ithe itme. mmmcnmmmquﬂymwuﬂmmﬂ
was derply influenced by his diffusionist perspective.

Ph.D. submitted under A Haddon after River's sudden death in 1922
Returned o' Bombay in May.  Custe s Rice in iy, the manuscript
basied o thie doctoril disssrialion. was leeepted fospublicition tn a'major
book: series ot Camibmidge.

After hﬂlf]'ntﬂyhlﬂnllmﬂn.wﬂippumtﬂi Mrnmiﬂﬂdnlmt
Department of Sociology At Hombay thrme Hn-.n:m.limdns

Hmdnfrhnunpumnmt at b

B wmwmmmmmmmummm.
in Sociology at an Indinn university was awarded (o G Pradhan under

:t.tuu;u‘usurqqmni The MA. course was revised and mate a full-fledged
- me i 1945,

lir -<E T

IWMMJ&WWW Wmﬂ&m
wats lnumohed in JUS2.

!hhuly:ttﬂrﬂi-ﬁmn-l.m Unbversity, but continued (o be sotive in seademic
lu’:.pm-umhﬂy In terms of publication — 17 of his 30 books were wrilten.
GS ﬁ!nn}rmuimim.uﬂmmdﬂu.

muirrage; cullure, civilisation and the
histarie role of citles; rellgion: and the

spciology ol condlict and inlegralion,
Amuony the inlellev il and conlexiual
concerns which influeesd Ghurye, the
mosl  prominenl  are perhaps
diffustonism, Orientalist scholarship

on Hindu religion and Lhought,
natlonalism, and the cultuml aspects
of Hindu idenlily,

One of the major Lthemes Lhal
Ghurye worked on was Lhal of ‘Lribal®
or aboriginal’ cultures, In fact, i was
his wrillngs on this subject, and
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speeially his debate with Vertier Elwin
which first made him known outside
soviology and Lhe academic world. In
the 19:0s and 1940s there was much
debsile on e place of tdbal socleties
within India and how the state should
respond Lo them. Many British
adminisirator-anthropologisis were
speclally nlerested in the bribes ol
Indis and believed thietn (o be primitive
peoples with a distinelive culture far
froun madnstresm Hindubsm. They ulso
believed that the Innocenlt and simple
trilials would suffer exploitation and
culturl degradation through contact
with Hindu cullure and society. For
this reason, they fell thal the state
had a duty lo prolect the ribes aoed
to help them sustaln Lhelr way of life
and eculture, which were facing
constanl pressure o assimikale with
malnstrenm Hindu cullure. However,
nationalist Indians were cqually
passtonate aboul their beliel in Lhe
unily of India and the nced for
modernising lndian sociely and
cullure. They believed thal atlempls
lo preserve tribal cullure were
mmdsgnleled snd resulied 1o matnlaining
Iribals in & buckward slale as
'museams’ ol primilive eulluie, As

with many lfeatvres of Hinduksm Usell

which they fell (o be backward and in
need of reform, they lelt (hal britwes,
loo, nceded o develop., Ghurye

became the best-known expoanenl ol

the nallonalist view and insisled on
charaeterising the idbes of Tdia as
‘backward Hindus' rather Lhan
distinel cultural groups. He ciled
detafied evidence from a wide varfety
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of tribal cullures Lo show Lhed Lhey had
bieen Invalved in constant nteractions
with Hinduism over a long period.
They were Lhus stmply further behind
inn the same process of assimilation
thad all Indian communilies had gone
thropgh, This particular argument —
namely, thal Indian ribals were
hurdly ever isolated primitive
communities of Lthe Lype thal was
wrillen abioul in Lthe elassical
anthropological texts — wis nol really
disputed. The differences were In how
the impact of malnstiream cullure was
evitlusled. The ‘protectionisis’ believed
thid assimilation would resull in the
severe exploflation and cultural
extinetion of the tribals, Ghurye and
the nationallsis, on the olther hand,
argued Lhal these (ll-effects were nol
specille to Lribal cullures, bul were
common (o all the backward and
downlrodden scetions ol lodian
govicty. These were the inevitable
difficulties on the rosud to developmenl.

Activity 1
'Iuduywusultm to-dw: imbved in
- stnslar debates. INscuss the different
sides Lo the guestion from a
rhnu:mpnnry clive. Fori
.mmm_plﬂ many Movements
mssart their distinciive culturs! and
potitical identity — im foct, the states
(of dharkhand und Chhatisgarh
were farmed in response to
siich ‘movements. There is also o
mitjor controversy around the
- dispropartionate hﬂﬁzld:!rxmthﬂﬂl
communities have nreed (o
et for the sake of developimental
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projects lke biy dams, mines and
cinres. How many such conllicis
dnmmmmmm
the Issues are In these conflicts.
What' do you' and your clissmates
fesl zhnnlti'hrdnuh about {hese

Ghurye on Casle and Raee

G.5. Ghurye's academic repulation
was built on the basis ol his docloral
dissertation ot Cambridge, which was
later published as Caste and Race in
Inclin (1932). Churye's work atiractod
atiention because it addressed the
mujor concerns of Indion anthropology
at the time. In this bhook, Ghurye
provides a detailed critigue of the then
dominani theories about the
relationship belween race and casic.
Herbert Risley, a Dritish colonial
olficual who was decply interested in
anthropological matters, was the main
propanent of the dominant view, This
view held that homan beings can be
divided into distincet and sepamte
races on the basis of their phisical
characteristics such  as  the
circumierence of the skull, the length
of the nose, or Lhe volume {size) of the
cranium or the part of the skull where
the brin is located.

Ristey and others believed that
Indip wis a onigue "laboralory’ (or
sludying the evolulion of racial lypes
because casle strictly prohiblls inler-
marrkage among different groups, wnd
had done 50 for centuries. Risleys
maln argument was that caste must
have originaled In race because

HT

dillferent caste groups scemed Lo
belong Lo distinel racial lypes. In
general, Lhe higher castes
approxinuied Indo-Arvan mclal traits,
while lhe lower castes scomed Lo
belong Lo non-Arvan aboriginal,
Mongolald or other racial groups. On
the basis of dillerences bhelween groups
in lerms of avermge measurements for
length ol nose, size of cranfum ele,,
Risley und olhers suggested thad the
lower casies were Lhe original
aboreinal inhabllants of Indin, They
had been subjugated by an Aryan
prople who hoed come from elsewhere
nnd seliled in Tndis.

Ghurye did not' disigree with the
bashe arpurnent pul foewaind by Risiey bul
betieved 1L W be only partially orroel.
He pointedd oul the problesn with using
averages alone withoul considering the
variation in the distribution of a
partculiar measurement for a glven
communitly. Ghurye believed thal
Risley's thesis of the upper castes being
Aryan and the lower castes being
non-Aryan was broadly troe ondy lor
northern lndia, In other parts of india,
the inler-group diferences in the
anthropametric measurcments were
nol very large or syslemalic. This
sugpesivd thal, invmosi of India excepl
the Indo-Gangetic plain, different
raclal groups had been mixing with
cach other [or a very Iong Wine. Thus,
‘racka! purily’ had been preserved due
to the pmohibition on inter-moarriage
only in ‘Hindustan proper” [(north
Indin). In the rest of the country, Lthe
prictice of endogamy (nmusrying only
within n particular casle group) may
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have been inbroduerd inlo groups thal
were already racially varied.

Today, Lhe meial Lheory of ciste is
no longer belleved, bul in the first hall
of the 20th century 1L was still
considered to be true. There are
cordlicting opinions among historians
aboul the Aryans and Lheir arrival in
the subcontinenl. However, il Lhe
lime thal Ghurye was wrillng [hese
were among Lhe concerns of the
discipline, which is why lhis writings
atimeted atlenton.

Ghurye 15 alsp known for oflering
a comprehensive definition of
casle,  His definllion emphasises six
features.

) Caste s an nstilation besed on
seginenlal diviston,.  This means
that easte is divided inlo a3 number
of closed. mutually exclusive
segmenls or comparimienls, Euch
easie ks one such compartment. (L
is closed bevause caste is decided
by birth — the children bom (o
parents of a partieular caste will
alwiys belong Lo that caste, On the
olher hand, there s noe wav other
than birth of acquiring casic
membership. 1o short, 4 person's
casie is decided by birth st bisth:
it ean ncither be avoided nor
clhunged,

tiil Caste. is bosed on fdcracchics!
divisipn. Each casie is strictly
uneqgual to every other easte, that
is. every caste is cither higher or
lower than every other one. In
theory (though not inpractice). oo

two castes ane ever egual.
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(i) The instilutbon of caste necessirily
Invalves restrictions on social
Interetion, specially the shisring
of ol There are elaborale rules
preseribing whal kind of food may
e shuared betwern which groups,
These rules are governed by ideas
of purity and pollution. The same
also applies lo socbsl inlemcton,
mosl  dramalleally in Lhe
Institulion of untouchability,
where even the loueh of people of
particular casies Is thoughl Lo be
polluling.

liv] Following from the principles of
hierarchy and restricied social
interaction, caste also involves
differenttal rights and duties for
different castes. These righis and
duties pertain not only to religions
practives bul extond to the seendar
world. As cthnographic accounts
of everyday life in caste society
have shown, interactions between
peaple of different casies are
governexd by these rules.

vl Casle restrfels e cholee of
pocupettion, which, ke casie li=elf,
Is decided by birth and i
hereditary, AL the level of society,
ecasle funetlons as o rlgkd form of
Lhe division ol labour with specific
occupations heing allocated o
apecille casies.

[vil Caste ovolves stricl restriclfons
ant marriage.  Caste ‘vondogamy’,
or marriage only within the caste,
is ofien accompanied by rules
aboul ‘exogamy’, or whom one
roiy ol mmarry. This combination
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of rules about eligible amd non-
eligible groups helps reproduce
Lhe caste sysiem.

Ghurye's deflinition helped to
make the study ol casle more
systematie. s conceptual definition
was based on whit the dlassical texis
preseribed. In actual practice, mEany
of these features ol casie were
changing, though all of them continue
(o exist in some form. Ethnographic
leldwork over the next several
decades helped Lo provide valuable
accounts of what wias happening Lo
caste In Independent Tndia.

Detween the 1920s and the 1950s,
agetlology in Indin was equated with
the fwo mujor diepurbmenis il Bombiay

A

and Lucknow. Bollh began as
cambined depariments of soclology
amd economles. While 1the Bombay
department in Lthis period was led by
G.5. Ghurye, the Lucknow depariment
had three major figures, the mous
‘Leinity” of Redhskamul Mukeree (Lhe
founder). D.P. Mukerji, and D.N.
Majumdar. Although all three were
woll known sind widely respected, DU
Muokerji was perhbaps the mosi
popailar Infact, D Mukedi—oc DU
as he was generally known — was
amang the moesi influeniind scholars
of his generation nol only insecinlogy
but o intellectua!l and public life
beyvand the ascademy.  His influenee
and papularily came not so much from

I'radesh).
1947
1844

limru'nllr
Hﬁiﬁ
1455:
1456:

December 1961,

Dhurgatt Prasad Mukerl (1894-1961)
'l!llltuilﬂjlmhnmnnﬂﬂr{dbcr!fﬂ-ﬂunmuﬂiz
class Bengall brahmin Gxmily with o long tradition

involvement in ttlgﬂ:lﬂ'ﬂtunuﬂmﬁ Umndergrduats degm: |
in sctence pnid te degress in History and - =)
Economics from Caleoits Universtty, $ ~ 3
1424: hppmnt:d l.ﬂ:tum in l&a«mpnrunmt of ¥ v
Ecohomics and E’rﬁdulhgy at' Lucknow |
U!I"Ih'-l'.'mll'ﬂ \E_’JE
15541 Snwdmmmdhﬁwmhnmkruuﬂm =S & B

Congress-led. dovernment of (he Uniled
Provinces of. Hritish Indin (present day Uttar

Served as o Member of the U1, Labour Enguicy Conmmiiiee
wwwmmﬂlhumiﬂmnﬂkﬂmIMM

ﬁmuhﬂndl‘lﬂmnr of Economtes at Aligarh Musiim University
lﬂhﬂmmgwmnwﬁ:rmmlnmm'iwﬁn:mmnmdmﬁ
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his scholarly writings as [rom his
leaching, his speaking al seademic
evenls, and his work In the media
including newspaper articles and radio
programmes, D.P. came (o socinlogy via
history and econmpdes, aod petained an
active inlerest in a wide vardely ol
subjects ranging neross llerature,
music, [lm, weslern and Indinn
philosophy, Marxism, political
economy, amnd developmenl planning,
He was strongly inlluenced by
Marxisn, though he hoad more falth
In L a8 o method of soclal analysis
than as a political programme lor
action. DL wirale miany books In
English and Bengall. His Infroduction
to Indian Musie is @ ploneering work,
considersd g elpssic In LS genne,

D.P. Mukerji on Tradition amd Change

It was through his dissatisfaclion
with Indian history and cconomics
that DM Llurned to sociology. e fell
very sirongly that the cruocial
distinctive {eature of Indla was lis
socinl sysiem, and that, therclore,; it
wns important for cach social selence
lo be rooted in this context. The
decisive aspect of the Indian context
wias Lhe sociul aspectt history. politics
and economies o Indla were less
developed in comparison with the
west: however, the sovial dimensions
were Tover-developed’. As DU wrole |
*... my conviction grew that India had
had saciety, and very litle else. In
fict. she had oo much of . Ier
history. her economies, and even bier
philosophiy. T realised. had always
centred in sociid groups, and at best.
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in sochalised persons.” (Mukhber)i
1955:2)

Given the cenlrullty ol sociecly in
india, it became the lrst duty of an
Indian soclologlst Lo study and Lo
know the soclal traditions of Indla, For
DUP. this study ol toadition was not
oricnbed only lowards the pasl, but
also included sensitivity 1o change.
Thus, tradition was a lving tradition,
malntaining its links with (he past. but
ulso adapling (o the present and (hus
cvalving over time. As howrole, "0l
is niol enough for the Indizn sociologist
o be a soclologist. e must be an
Indian fimst, that is; he is to shire in
the folk-ways, mores, customs and
traditions, for the purpose of
understanding his social system and
whinl Hes beneath it and beyond i0."
in keeping with this view, he belicved
that sociologists should learn and be
familiar with both ‘high’ and ‘low’
languages and cultures — not only
Sanskril, Persian or Ambic, il also
lowa! dinlects,

D.P. argued thot Indisn cullure
and socicty are nob individualistic in
the western sense. The average Indian
individuaf's patiern of desires is more
or less rigidly fixed by his socio-
culinral group paticrn and he hardly
deviates from il. Thus, the Indian
social sysivm is basically oricnied
towards group, sect, or caste-aetion,
ool volunturistic” ndividual action.
Although ‘voluntarism” was beginnings
to influence the urban middle classes,
s appearance ought o be Hsell an
interesting subject of study for the
Indian soviplogist. DI polnted out
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that ihe rool meaning ol the ward
tradition s o transmil. s Sanskeil
cquivalents are cllher porsrngsirs, thist
I, succession; or aithva, which comes
from the same mool as fidhas or history,
Tradillons are thus strongly rooled in
the pasl that is kepl alive through the
repealed recalling and relelling of
stories and myihs, However, Lhis Unk
wilh the past does nol rule oul clunge,
bul indicates a process of adaplation
Lo il Internal and externial sounes of
change arc always presenl In cvery
soviely, The most commonly clled
internal source of change In weslern
sovdelles is the eronomy, bul this
source has nol been as elleclive in
Inddia, Chass conflicl. D believed, had
been “smoalhed and covensd by casle
traditions”™ in the Indian conlext,
where new chiss relations had oot yet
emerged very sharply. Based on this
understanding. he coneluded (hatl one
af the first lasks for a dynamic ndian
sociology would be (o provide an
accounl of the inlernal, non-econonidc
causes of change, \
DP helieved thal there were Uree
principles ol change recognised In
Endian teditons, namely: shiudl, smirili
and anublanva, Of these, he lust —
anubliva or personal experience — is
e revolutionsry principle. However, In
the Indian context personal experencs
soin Mowered inlo vollective expericiee,
This meant that the most importand
principle of change in Indian sociely
wias generalised anublava, or Lhe
collevtive experience of groups, The high
traditions were centred In sl and
srueli, bul they were periodically

g1

challenged by Lhe colleclive expericnes
of groups and sects, as lor example in
the Blgktimovement. D.P. emphasised
that this was true pol only of Hindu
but also of Muslim culture in India. In
Indian fslum, the Sufls have stressed
love antl experience mither than holy
texts, and have been important in
bringing sboul change. Thus, {or D.P.
the Indian context is nol one where
discursive reason (buddly-vichag ts U
dominant foree for change: auubiliav
and prem (experience and Jove)} have
been hislorically superjor as agents of
clhiange,

Condlict and rebetlion (n the Indian
eantext have tended Lo work thmugh
colledlive experlences. Bul Lhe
risilience of tradiflon ensures that the
pressure of conflict produces change
in the truditlon withoul breaking (b
So we have repeated cveles of
dominant orthodoxy being challenged
by popular revolts which succeed in
transforming orthodoxy, bul are
evenlually reabsorbed lnlo this
transformed (radition. This prooeas
ol changer — of mebellion contained
within the lmlis of an overarching
trachibon — ks Ly pleal of & ciste soclely,
where the formeation of classes and
class consciousness has been
Inhibited. D.P's views an tmadition and
change led him lo eriticise all
instances of unthinking borrowing
from weslern inlellectual lraditions,
including In such conlexts as
developmoent planning, Tradition was
neithey Lo be worshipped nor ignored,
Just as modernity was needed but nol
o be blindly adopted. D.P. was
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simullancously a proud bul eritical
inheritor ol tradition, as well as an
admiring ¢rile of the moderndty that
he avknowledged as having shaped his
own Inlellectunl perspective.

Activity 2
Discuss what Is meant by o living
tradition”. According to 1.4 Mukerji,
this t& o traditlon which meintains
links with the past by retadning
‘samething from it and ot (he sami
e mrorportes new things. A Hving
trodition thus inchides some old
slements butl alss some new anes.
You can gt a better and more
mﬂumﬂ!dwhntmﬂmnﬂf
ymhvtuﬂtﬂuul&nmdifﬁ:mlg
generations of people in your

H.Hmnlm:mwu;dr_]n-.t:ur
your cholee

¥or earh d’thﬂhg, r-.-.-t neod (o
find out: What upmn hiave

:l‘tﬂlﬂl'.'llﬂ;l stnice a8 for
mhywm—mﬁndmn?
Wha! thWl
WIS | nnlmnhm:t!hn
pl‘a:tlt\efhuut m [aymnmm]
.2“3-1'% ngo; [itl) 40 years ago;
60 or more yeors ago
Disenss your ﬂrﬂhmﬂwilhﬂ:
whole class.
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AR Desal is one of the rare Indian
sociologists who was dircetly involverd
in politles as u lormasl member of
palitical purties, Desal wiss a Hle-long
Marxis! and bocame tnvolvied in Marxist
politks during his undersraduate days
at Banda, though he fater resigned his
membershilp of e Communist Parly
of India. For most ol his career he was,
associaled with varivus kinds ol non-
mrainstream Marxlst political groups.
Desals father was a middle level eivil
servant in the Baroda state, bul was
also a well-known novelist, with
sympathy for bolh socialisin and
fndian nationalisa of the Gandhian
varcly, Huving lest his mother carly
in lfe, Desal was broughl up by his
Father and Hved a8 migralory lile
because of the frequent lnsieors of
his father to different posts in the
Barodi state.

Afler his undergraduate studics in
Baroda, Desal eventually joined the
Bambay department of sociology (o
study under Ghurye. He wrole his
doctoral disseriation on Lhe social
aspecis of iulian natlonabism aml was
awarded Lthe degree In 1946,  His
thesis was published in 1948 as The
Social PBackground of Indian
Natiopalism, which s probably his
best Known work, T Lhils book, Desal
offered o Marxdst analysis of Indian
mationalism, which gwve prominence
to coonomie processes and divisions,
while laking sceount ol Lthe specilfice
ronditions of British colonialism.
Although It had s erities, this book
proved (o be very popular and went
through numerous reprinls. Among
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Akshay Ramanial Desat (1915-1999)
AT Desat wath barn in 1915, Early education in Bamsds, then in Surst and Bombay,
Member of Comimenist Party of i iovolved with Trotskyite grotips.
"D subemiited ol Beinbiay under e npervislon ‘of (5. Ghurye.

Desat's [Tk disseriation ts published as the bonke Social Backsround

Jalns the faculty of the Departinent of Socialogy st Bombay University
F950 1981 Member of Revolutlonry Socialist Party.

1961 Hural Transition o s published.

1967: Appointed Professorand Head of Department. :

1975 mw&wmmmmﬁwmﬂuupmm

L7 Relired from Department of SOHOI0RY,. =T

1679: 'mmmﬁmagﬂﬁiﬁﬁnﬂuﬂpm;. Syt
Diet an 12 ﬂm:mh:r w;u

the ather themes that Desal worked on
were peasani muwemenis and rurel
sociology, modernisation. urban
issucs, politival] socinlogy. forms of the
stale and human rights. DBeosuse
Marxism was not very promineni or
influential within Indian sociology,
AR. Desai was perhaps betier known
ouiside the discipline than within it
Although he received mmany honours
amnd was elecied President of the
Indian Sociological Socicly, Desai
remained a somewhat unusunl lgure
in Indian sociology.

AR, Desai on Lhe State

The modern capitalist stale was onc
of the signilicant themes Lthat

inleresied AR Desai. As always, his
approach to this issue was from o
Mirxisl perspective. o an essay called
“The myth ol the wellare stale™, Desal
provides n detailed eritlgue of this
notlon and points lo I many
shorlcomings, Alter considering the
prominent definillons available in the
soclological lerature, Desal kdentifies
ihe lfollowing unlgue fmtures of the
wrelliire stale:

() A wellure state (s o positive stule.
This means Lhal, unlike thie laisscs
fmire’ of clussieal lberul political
theory, the wellare stule doss not
seek (o do only the minimum
necessaey Lo madnlaln law aed
order. The welfare state is an

2024 5E



interventionist stale and arllvely
uses s considerable powers o
deslgn and (mplment social policies
lor the bettennent of sociely.

till The welfare state =8 demooratico
siate. Demooracy was considered
an essendial condition for the
emerpenee of the welfare siate.
Farmal democratic institutions:
specially multi-party elections.
were Lhought to be a defining
feature of the welfare state, This
is why liberal thinkers exeluded
socialisi and communist states
from this definition,

(i A wellare slale involves & mixed
ceonomy, A ‘mixed economy” means
an cconomy where hath privale
capilalist enlerprises and siate
or publicly owned enlerprises
co-exisl. A wellare state does nof,
seck o climinate the eapiialist
muarket, nor docs il prevent public
investiment in tndustry and other
liclds. By and large, the stale
scelor concenirates on basic goods
and social Infrasiroclure, while
private Indusiry dominstes Lhe
consumer goods sector,

Desai then goes on (0 sugees! some
test eriteria against which the
performance of the welfare staje can
be measured, These are:

(il Does the wellare stale ensoare
frecdom from  poverly, social
diserimination and security for all
il dtizens?

() Dares the wellare siale romaove
inegualities of income Lthrough
mensures (o redisiribule ineomye
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from ihe rich Lo Lhe poor, and by
preventing the concenlration of
weallh?

titi) Does thie welfare stote transform
the economy in such a way that
the capitalist profit motive {smuade
subservient Lo the real necds of the
canumuniiy?

vl Bocs the wellare slale ensure
slable development lree frow Lhe
cycle of economic bhovms and
depressions?

[v] Does it provide emplovient foralf?

Using these coriteria, Desai
cxamines the performance of those
stafes thal are most oflen deseribe ps
wellme stafes. such as Botain, the USA
and much of Eurppe, and finds their
et (o be greatly exagoerated: Thuos,
mosl modern capitalist stales, oven o
the most developed countries, fatl Lo
prowide mindmum levels of coonomic
ard soctal security to all their ctizens,
They are unidile to reduce coonomic
inequality and often seem (0 encoumge
it Thie so-called wollare states hove also
been ursucecssiul af enabling stable
development free from  market
Buchustions.  The presence of cxeess
geatomiie capacity and high levels of
uncmployiment are yet another failure,
Bascd on these arguments, Dessai
coticludes that the notion of the welliane
state is something of & myth

AR, Desai also wrole on the
Marxist theory of the state, In these
wribings wis cun see thnl Desai does niol
ke g one-sided view buat openly
eriticises the shorteomings of
Communist states.  fle ciles many
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Muarxist thinkers o emphasise Lhe
mportance ol demoeracy even under
communism, arguing strongly Ul
political liberties and the rule of law
musi be upheld In all genuinely
soctulist stales,

.I'mttﬂtj'ﬂ

(AR Desat eriticises the wellare stati
fromn & Marxist and soctalist potnt of
-M—-—ﬂmi.lnhhwiﬂl!h stale
to do maire for its cltigens ian s
‘being done by western capitalist
welfare states,  There are also very
ﬂmwmmlmm
which say thit the state should do
léss — It shotdd leive most things
o the froe mariel.  Discuss (Hese
viewpninds in class. He sure i
a fair hearing to botl sides. e

muaamnruuurmtupm

!lt.hﬂ-nlhﬂ '
-m:u.h!n um!ﬁ:mmﬂ Wnuldtiuh
ﬂiusmupmhn_crﬁb in
the same way. if the sisi= were (o
stop some of Its activities?
Hm;lultﬂ:tnwlmmﬂﬂ
services and Huellities in your
ntlghl:nnhﬂ:l_mdmhu-
might differ acrmss plass groups on
‘whether these should continue or he
:tnpm:l Wmmﬁ:mﬂﬂ.m

supply. electricity supply. street
s, schools, saniation. police

services, hosplitals, bus, trin and
nlrtmumm...‘ﬁﬂnkddhrﬂm
mrdmmt In your context,)

Probably the best known Indian
sociologist of the post-independence
crin, M.N. Srinivas chirned (wo doeloral
degrees, one rom Bombay Universily
and one [rom Oxlord. Srinfvas was a
student of Ghurye al Bombay. Srinivas’
Intellectual orlenlatlion was
lrunslormed during the years he
spent al the department ol soclal
anthropology in Oxlord. British social
afithiropology was al that Ume the
dominant loree in  western
anthropalogy, and Srinlvas also shared
in'the excitement ol being ul the
‘centre” of the discipline. Srinlvas’
doctoral dissertation wis published as
Relliiar dond Socfely among (e Coornls
of Seuth fndia, This book established
Srinivas’ intermatiomal reputation with
its detailed ethrographic application of
the structural— funcllonal perspective
duninant in British soctal anthropology.
Srinlvas was appoinled Lo a newly
crealed lectureship in Indiansoclology
al Oxlord, bul resigned In 1951 to
return W Indla as the head ol a newly
created department ol sociology al the
Muharaja Sdyajirao Unlversily al
Baroda. In 1959, he mmoved Lo Delll Lo
ol upanother depiartment at the Delhl
School of Economics, which soon
became knowr us one of e leading
centres ol sociology in Indis.

Srinivas ollen complabned that most
ol his energles were laken fp In
It lubion Baildisg, lesviig bl with
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department.

under G5, Ghirye.

Coorgs publistied a3 boak:

1947
from Ondord; returns to India,

1848:
-lEH'.i-]I-

Change it Hangalose.
Diest on 30 November 1999

Mysore Narasimbachar Srinivas  (1916-18999)

MANL Srintias wits borm on 16 Nosember 1918 in an
Ivengar brahmin family in Mysore_ His father ems o
Inndowney and worked for the Mysore power ond light

ilis early education was at Mysore
University, and he later went to Bombay (o do an MA

1832 MA thesis on Murdiyie and Family Among the

140, thests (in-4 votumes) submitted (0 Bombay
Uintversily under (e supervision of G.S. Ghirye.

1945 Leaves for Oxtford) studies first under Radeliffe-
-&mnnﬂthmwmu l'rlil:ham_ .

mmﬂum.m:ngmmmmﬂmu{m e "

Amﬂmmmmlmnmw:!mimﬂwkmMm

Restgns from Oxford o takie up Professamship ol Malamjs Sovoll fao
.mewmﬂmdnmmmﬁuﬂum&prtmunL '

_nmm&mﬂﬂ&ﬂmmmwm

-m'?'l- l.nmudhl Unﬂn'-h;r ioen lmuiﬂ:tln lmtllum nlﬁud.ni mﬂﬂmmk

tittle time for bs own research. Desplie
these difficultes, Srintvas produced a
signlficant body of work on themes
such as caste, modersation and other
processes ol social chansge, villuge
sociely, and many other Issues.
Srinbvas helped o esiablish Indinn
sotinlogy an the world map through
his International contacls and
ussoclatlons. He had strong
connections In  British soctal
unthropology as well as American

anthropology, particularly at the
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Universily of Chicago, which was then
g powerful  centre in waorld
anthropalogy, Like G.S. Ghurye and
the Lucknow scholars, Srinlvas
succerded in trrndng a new generalion
of soelologlsts who were Lo become
limders of Uhe discipline in the followire:s
ifiecaidis

M_N. Srinivas on the Village

The indian village and village socicly
remained a le-long focus of interest
fur Srinivas. Although be had made
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shori visils o villages 1o conducl
surveys and inlerviews, it was nol
until he did fleldwork for a year al a
village near Mysore that he really
acquired [irst-hand knowledge of
village socicly. The expericnce of
licldwork proved 1o be decisive lor his
carcer and his intelleciual path.
Srinivas helped encourage and
courdinale 8 major collective effort at
producing delafled ethnographic
accounts ol village sociely during the
1850s and 1960s. Along with olher
schalars like 5.C. Dube and D.N.
Maujumdar, Srinivas was instrumenisl
in making village studics the
dominant feld in Indian sociology
during this time.

Srinfvas’ writings on the village
were of two broad types. There was
fiest of all ethnographic accounts of
ficldwork done in villages or
discussions of such accounts. A
second kind of writing incladed
hislorical and conceplual discussions
aboul the Indian village as o unit ol
socta! anadvsis.  In the loller kind of
writing, Srinivias was involved in
debiste about the uselulness of the
village a5 a concepl. Arguing against
village sludies, some social
anthropologists like Louis Dumont
thought thit socin! institutions like
caste were more Important than
something ke o villuge, which was
after all only a collection of people
living in @ particular place.  Villages
iy live or die, and people may move
from one village (o another, but their
social institutions, ke caste or
religion, tollow them and go with them

0wy

wherever Lhey go,  For Lhis reason,
Dumont believed that Il would he
misleading lo give much Imporlanee
Loy the village as a calegory. As against
thiy view, Srinlvas belicved that the
village was a relevant soclal entity.
Historieal cvidence showed that villages
had served as a unifying identity and
that village unity was gqulle signiflcant
in rural seclal e Srinlvas also
erideised the Britdsh administralor
anthropologists who had pul forward
a piclure afl the Indian village as
unchanging. scll-sullicient, “littie
republies™.  Using historical and
sociological evidence, Stinivas showetl
thal the village had, in (o, experienoed
cansidenible change. Moreover, villages
were never sell-sufficient, and bad been
frvelved in visdoas kinds of ccomomic,
stciul and political relationships at the
regioml lgvel.

The village as o site of rescarch
offercd many advaniages to Indian
sociology. 1t provided an opportunity
to iHusirate the importance of
cthnographic rescarch meihods. 1t
offered eye-witness accounts of the
rapid social change thal was (aking
place in the nbian countryside as the
newly independent nation: begnn s
programme of planned developmeni.
These vivid descriptions of village Indin
were greatly appreciaied at the time
as urban Indians as well as policy
nutkers were able to lorm impressions
of what was going on in the hearthand
of Indin. Village studics thus provided
anew role for a discipline like sociology
in the context of an independeni

nation. Rather than being resiricioed
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lo the stuedy of ‘primitive’ peoples, it
could also be made relevant lo a
modernising society.

Activity £
Suppose you hod friends from
mnother planet or civillsation who
werE theEnrHih"tt":ﬂ:rat
time nuqd atd never heard of
_ called i Vil What are
lthe Mﬂmmmmmm
mhhuﬂﬁ-nvmnmﬂ-ﬁmy:mm

Duthl.-nlnmnllwandum
compare Lhe live clues given by
dilferent groups. Wikch features
appear mosl often? Do ihc mmt

amddmmm:? |
mmmmmmmun '
good ane, nﬂymﬂﬂm@mﬁm

-mmﬂmhtnvﬂhmﬂmihw

‘most features mentioned m'pm:r

-.-Hhuummﬂ:umrﬂ -

Activity 5

In the 19504, there was great
interesit amongt urban ndians o the
village studies that sociologists
bean dotng at that thpe, Do you
‘feel urban people are Intereatéd in
e willage today? How oflen are
villages mentioned 1o ﬁm TV., i
mﬁm and lltrmf_ Irynu IM
Ina

-.mﬂ it h:mt mﬂ:h comincts o your
parents” g-l!nnmﬂnu OF  ¥our
grandparents’ generation? Do you
.‘hﬁw&'ﬂgﬁuﬂyﬂmam@wﬁm
moved to'n village? Do vou know of
people who wosild like to go bock?
vou do. whit ressons do these

peaple give for wanling Lo fenve the
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Conclusion

Thicse lowr Indinn soclologisis helped
to give a distinetive chagacter 1o the
discipline In the contexl of o oewly
independent madernising counlry,
They are offered here as examples of
the diverse ways in which soclology
wiis “Indianised’. Thus, Ghurye beoan
with the guesiions defined by western
anthropologists, bul broughl lo them
his indimate knowledge of classicial
texcts and his sense of educated Indian
opinton. Coming from a very different
background, & thoroughly westermised
modern intellectund ke I0LP. Mukerji
rediscovered the importnnee of Indinn
tradition wilthout being blind o iis
shortcomings. ke Mukerji. AR,
Desai was also strongly imfluenced by
Marxism and offered a eritical view of
the Indian stale at a time when such
eriticism was rare, Traioed i the
dominant centres of weslerne social
anthropology, MUN. Srinivas adapted
his tratming to the Indian context and
helped design & oew asgenda lor
sociology in the late 20th century.

It is-w sign of the health and
strengih of o discipline when
succeeding gencrations learn (rom
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and eventuully go beyond their
predecessors. This has also been
happening in Indian sociology.
Succeeding generalions have
suljected the work of these ploneers

an

Lo constructlve criticism ln onder lo
lake Lthe discipline further, The signs
of this process of learning and erithgue
are visible not only in this book bul
all over Indian sociology.

Guirssany

Administrator—ant hropologists; The term refers to British administrative
olficials who were pirt of the British Indian government in the 19t and
carly 20th centuries, and who took greal interest in conducling
anthropological research, specially surveys and censuses. Some of them
hecame well known anthropologists aller selirement.  Prominent names
include: Edgar Thurston, William Crooke, Herbert Risley and JUH. Hutton,

Anthropometry: The branch of anthropology that studied human racial
lypes by mcdsuring Lhe nunan h_ltuly.-pad_itrgljuly the volume of the emnium
(skull), the clreumlerenee of Lhe bead, and 'the length of the nose,

Assimilalion: A process by which ane culture (ususlly ithe larger or more
diinant one) gradually alisorbs nnother: the assimitaled eulture merges
into the assimitaling cullurfe, S0 that I i no longer alive or visible ol the
ind ol the process.

Endogamy: A sovial instllution that defines the boundary of a social or
kin group within which imarriage relations ane penmnissible: martdage outside
these defined groups are proliibited. The most common example is ciste
endogamy, where murriage tiay’ only tuke place with a member of the
sanmy casle,

Exogamy: A social instilation thol defines the boundory of & soclal or kin
group wilh which or within which marrdage relations are prohibited;
marringes must be conlracled ouiside these prohibiled groups. Commmaon
examples include prohibilion of marriage with blood relatives (sapind
exopamy), moembers of the saune Unenge (sigolra exognmy), or reaidents of
the same village or region (village/region exoguany).

Laissee-{alre: A French phrase (eraldly lel be” or ‘leave alone’) Chal starids
for a4 polilleal and ccotiomic doclrine thutl advocales minbmum stoale
Intervention i the coonomy and economic refations; usoally associabed with
Lediel In the regulalive powers and elllciency of the free markel
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1. How did Ananthakrishng Iyer and Samat Chandea Roy come (o practice
soctal anthropology'?

2. What were the maln argumenis on elther side of the debate about how
1o relate o tribal communities?

4. Outline the positions of Herbert Risley and G.S. Ghurye on the
relationship belween mee and caste In India.

4. Summarise the sodal anthropologieal definition of caste.

5. Whal does D P Mukerjl mean by a ‘lving tradition™ Why did he insist
that Indian soctologists be mooted (n Uis trdilion?

6. Whal are the specificitles of Indian culture and society, and how do
they alfect the pattern of chiange?

7. Whal Is 4 wellare siate? Why is AR. Desal critlesl of the claims made
on |ts behall? '

. Wha! arguments were given for and ngainst the village as n subject of
saociological research by MUN, Sfinivas and Louis Dumont?

g, What is the significonee of village studies in the history of Indian
soviology? Whal role did MUN. Srinivas plivy in promioting villsge stodles?
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